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Introduction
Tribes constitute about 10% of the total Indian population. The Lodhas are treated as one of the 

denotified communities by the Central Government and now treated as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal 
Groups (PVTG) in West Bengal. In the pre-Independence period, they were treated as a Criminal Tribe 
till the revocation of the Criminal Tribes Act in 1952.The Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 
are the least developed among all the communities in India. One of the commitments of our national 
government after independence has been to bring about all-round development of small and marginal 
communities who have lagged behind socially and economically in the process of national development. 
During the colonial rule in 1871, the Lodhas were branded as criminals, a stigma that is still attached to 
them especially to those inhabiting in West Medinipur and Jhargram areas of West Bengal.

The Lodha: Hunters and Gatherers
The Lodhas live near the fringes of forests. As such, they were a group of food gatherers and mainly 

subsisted on the collection of wild roots, tubers and edible leaves from the jungle. Traditionally, they 
are forest dwellers, but have now begun to cultivate crops, either as owners of land or as agricultural 
labourers.  The Lodhas have strictly endogamous families. Baram or Garam is the chief deity of the 
woods. The good spirit and evil spirit always take part in their community affairs. The spirit-doctor 
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called Ojha or Gunin also plays an important role in their society. They reside mainly in the North, 
Mayurbhanj and Balasore districts of Orissa in the South, Hooghly and Purba Midnapore, Jhargram 
district in the East and Singhbhum district of Jharkhand and Purulia district of West Bengal specifically 
in the Western Part.

Socio-economic Status and its Projection on Life 
British colonial policy affected the freedom of living of many communities in India through the 

introduction of ‘permanent settlement’ and other land related measures, in order to increase revenue. The 
forest or village in which the Lodhas lived were encroached upon by the agricultural communities such 
as the Santals, the Mahtas and the Sadgops. The Lodhas did not have expertise in agricultural operations 
compared to other groups. They preferred to gather forest resources for subsistence. Traditionally they 
collected forest products, hunted and trapped animals.  The denigration of the situation of the Lodhas 
was such that after the forests became reserved, Lodha communities were prohibited from free access 
into the forest, and thus forced to take up agriculture. The communities faced government and other 
oppression, labeling the community as dacoit, thieves and as criminals. In 1900 there were many criminal 
cases against members of these communities, As a result eventually, they were categorized and declared a 
criminal tribe in 1916 under the Government notification No 7022-23 of 20th May, 1916.

As such, the Lodhas continued with the status of criminal tribe until the repeal of the Criminal 
Tribes Act of 1952. From 1956, the Lodhas were recognized as a Scheduled Tribe and later categorized 
as a Primitive Tribal Group in 1982. They were considered as a special weaker section of the tribal 
community in need of special care by the government of India. Despite being formally de-criminalized 
by a post-independence Indian state, the Lodhas are still socially excluded, marginalized and face varying 
degrees of oppression. Lodha communities symbolize low economic income groups, who depend on 
collections of minor forest products, fishing and hunting. However, people in these communities 
have begun to seek employment as wage laborers, medicinal plant gatherers and other occupations for 
subsistence. They reside in huts with very little furniture and utensils. As such, living conditions are low, 
with malnutrition ranking high among other ailments of these communities. 

Review of  Literature for the Conceptual Framework
Relevant literature on the Lodhas of West Bengal is scarce isolated and fragmentary in nature, and 

calls for access to official reports and surveys, Government records, newsprint, secondary sources of 
information and detailed field investigation to form a knowledge based on the subject. The Lodhas find 
mention in the Statistical Account of Bengal Volume - III, Part - I, by W. W. Hunter (1876) where they 
are included among castes which subsist by collecting and trading in jungle products. L.S.S. O’Malley 
mentions the Lodhas in the Bengal District Gazetteer, Midnapore (1911) where he describes them as 
hunters and the descendents of the nomadic Savaras tribe largely responsible for the dacoities committed 
within the borders of Midnapore. Home Political files in the West Bengal State Archives (henceforth 
expressed as W. B. S. A.) contain detailed information on life and ‘criminal’ habits of the Lodhas of 
South-West Bengal.

The report of Ananga Mohan Mukherji, Deputy Superintendent of Police, Criminal Investigation 
Department dated 13th March, 1916 needs special mention here. In 1916, F.C. Daly, the Deputy 
Inspector General of Police, Bengal, brought out a manual titled, Manual of Criminal Classes 
Operating in Bengal for instructing police officers on the modus operandi of distinct classes of habitual 
criminals who were residents of Bengal or were immigrants from other provinces, living in Bengal with 
the purpose of commission of criminal activities in the province. He reported on the criminal record 
and modus operandi of the Lodhas in his manual along with the Dhekarus, Tuntias, Bagdis, Pods, 
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Kaoras, Sanders and the like. The Village Crime Note Books (henceforth expressed as VCNBs) penned 
by the village Darogah present a pictorial representation of crime and criminality in a village. Lodhas, 
having been declared a criminal tribe in 1916, featured in the village entries of the VCNBs of native and 
neighboring villages at regular intervals. The VCNBs of the Naraingarh P.S. have been investigated in 
detail by the research investigator to gather knowledge about the history of the villages in Naraingarh 
P.S. and the life and activity of the registered members of the Lodha tribe living therein.

The Census reports incorporated anthropological investigations with significant emphasis on the 
study of tribes in India. The Lodhas find mention in the Census of 1901 as a tribe allied to the Savaras 
and accustomed to the collection of jungle products. The Census of 1951 mentioned them to be 
descendents of Savaras and a tribe of hunters. From the Census of 1961 onwards there were  no separate 
enumeration of the Lodhas. They are categorized with Kheria or Kharias of Purulia and Bankura as the 
‘Lodha- Kheria’, in spite of their distinctive cultural patterns. 

Apart from information in Census Reports, reports and bulletins published by the Cultural 
Research Institute under the Backward Classes Welfare Department of the State Government provide 
important information on the Lodhas of West Bengal. Journals of India and periodicals including Man 
in India, Vanyajati, the Eastern Anthropologist and the Economic and Political Weekly have reported 
on the subject significantly.

The Lodhas of West Bengal A Socio-Economic Study (1963), a descriptive ethnographic account 
of the Lodhas by late  Prabodh Kumar Bhowmick, is an excellent portrayal of life and living of the 
Lodhas residing in  the forest fringe villages of western Midnapore. It constitutes to be the most valuable 
secondary source of information on socio-economic life of the Lodhas. Prabodh Kumar Bhowmick 
had studied the problems and prospects of Lodha life from 1952 conducting detailed field investigation 
in Kesiari, Dantan, Narayangarh, Nayagram, Jamboni, Gopiballavpur, Jhargram and Binpur. There 
are innumerable articles in his credit published in Man in India, Vanyajati, Eastern Anthropologist 
and the Bulletin of the Cultural Research Institute and in a number of edited volumes. In addition 
to his monograph on the Lodhas, Dr. Bhowmick had projected varied aspects of Lodha life in Socio- 
Cultural Profile of Frontier Bengal (1976), Occultism in Fringe Bengal (1978), Some Aspects on Indian 
Anthropology, Applied — Action — Development Anthropology (1990), Primitive Tribal Groups in 
Eastern India: Welfare and Education (1994), Rethinking Tribal Culture in India (2001) and Customary 
Laws of Austric Speaking Tribes (2002). Starting from his daring foray into the unfamiliar domain of 
the Lodhas, Professor Bhowmick had taken a deep and serious interest in the life and problems of the 
tribe. He strove hard for the development of the tribe. 

P.C. Ray, of Anthropological Survey of India has presented a pictorial representation of life in a 
Lodha village in his work titled, The Lodha and their spirit-possessed Men — A Psycho-cultural study 
(1969). Mahasweta Devi has focused upon the essentials of Lodha life through innumerable articles in 
newspapers and journals. ‘Bortika’ edited by the litterateur has brought forth articles contributed by 
Lodha men and women living in the remote corners of Midnapore district. Her prolific writing and 
emphatic projection of the hurdles of Lodha life unfolded the crude adversity of Lodha existence to the 
general mass. Her articles in Economic and Political Weekly namely, Lodhas of West Bengal (1983), The 
Shavara Tribals of West Bengal (1985) and The Story of Chuni Kotal (1992) calls for mentioned here. 

Mr. R.K. Gupta, the then, Deputy Inspector General of Police, Northern Range, and West Bengal 
had written on the Lodhas in an article ‘Lodhas Revisited’ in Man in India (1959). Amal Kumar Das, 
M.K. Chaudhuri, Bimal Chandra Mallik and Arun Kumar Mukherjee have reported significantly on 
Lodha life in the Bulletin of the Cultural Research Institute.  Other works on the Primitive Tribal 
Groups are Development of Primitive Tribal Groups in India by P.K. Mohanty (2002) and edited 
volumes of Primitive Tribes in contemporary India by Sarit K. Chaudhuri and Sucheta Sen Chaudhuri 
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(2005) present prolific account of varied aspects of Lodha life. Prahlad Kumar Bhakta, the first graduate 
of the Lodha community, who had served as a research associate in the Cultural Research Institute, 
has forwarded a vivid representation of social and economic life of the Lodhas in ‘Lodha-savar Jatir 
Samajjiban’ (2009). His work projects the problems and prospects of the Lodhas of Midnapore district. 
Lodhas fail to find significant mention in the corpus of historical literature. Of late, K. Sivaramakrishnan 
has projected upon National Forestry Projects in Midnapore and its effect on tribal’s specifically Lodhas 
in ‘Landlords, Regional Development and National Forestry Projects : Midnapore, 1930s - 1960s in Rojer 
Jeffrey and Nandini Sundar edited A New Moral Economy for India’s Forests: Discourses of Community 
and Participation (1999). K. Sivaramakrishnan has unfolded the role of the Lodhas in the participatory 
forest management in southwest Bengal in Crafting the Public Sphere in the Forests of West Bengal: 
democracy, development, and political action in American Ethnologist (2000).

Rationale of  Contemporary Research
Relevant literature on the Lodhas of West Bengal highlights anthropological, ethnographical and 

sociological perspectives but leaves historically significant aspects untouched. My research investigation 
is an endeavor to present a grand narrative of Lodha life over a period of hundred and ten years, taking 
the Lodhas to be the subject of a historical situation and placing them on a timescale. The period under 
investigation extends from 1900 to 2011 covering ten decennial census operations from 1901 and 2011. 
The census of 1901 was the first Census to have included the Lodhas of West Bengal within its scope of 
enumeration. This Census, conducted under the guidance of Sir Herbert Risley, was the first organized 
attempt to provide anthropological data on the castes and tribes of India embracing important aspects 
on the subject. In 1900, the British Association for the Advancement of Science, through Sir Micheal 
Foster, took up with Her Majesty’s Government, the question of making ethnographic investigation a 
part of the Indian Census of 1901. The government of India had expressed agreement with the view of the 
British Association and the Census of 1901 launched upon an ambitious programme of anthropological 
and ethnological investigation with Risley and Gait at the helm of affairs. Consequently, Lodhas became 
a part of the detailed anthropometric investigation. Moreover, the Lodhas, being involved in collective 
crime, had attracted the attention of the authorities of South-West Bengal, by the end of the twentieth 
century. In the census of 1901, they were projected as a tribe depending on collection of forest products. 

The Census of 2011, the first census of a new millennium, which featured after the lapse of a century, 
shows a considerable portion of the population to be identically occupied. Post-colonial development 
strategy has failed to affect their upliftment to the stage of a bare minimum of owner-cultivators. A vast 
majority of the population live as agricultural laborers depending on the dwindling forests of the area 
even today. The period of research investigation initiates and terminates at years preceding the two census 
operations of 1901 and 2001 as the information base gathered for the same includes the years1900 and 
2011.This investigation is an attempt to present a reconstruction of the past of the Lodhas from traces 
persisting into the present, on the way of projecting a coherent historical narrative of the community.

The associated objective of the investigation is to collect fragmented history of exploitation in order 
to locate the reasons behind the ‘criminality’ of the Lodhas in the colonial period and their adverse 
state of existence in the post-colonial analysis of the administrative records and the accounts of the 
administrative officials in the National Archives, West Bengal State Archives, Police Station and Tribal 
Research Institute of the State. 

Research investigation on the Lodhas of West Bengal, a denotified tribe, living in the forest-fringe 
villages of Western Midnapore and Jhargram envisage a thorough analysis of anthropological, historical, 
ecological, criminological and sociological theories and a sound database on the subject. Fragments 
of these information collected is to be comprehended on a definite timescale to construct a historical 
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account on the subject, covering a span of hundred and ten years.

One of the basic objectives therefore is to raise their standard of living at par with the national 
average. In recent years, these communities have further been exposed to globalization through national 
commitment to the process. It is under this general backdrop that Lodhas have been studied. The 
schemes are concomitant to the development policies adopted by the government from time to time. 
Major focus of the research will be on the present socio-economic condition of the Lodhas in West 
Medinipur and Jhargram district of West Bengal in the parameter of development.

Scope of  the Research 
Socio-Economic development is the process of revitalization of local people by giving more powers 

and responsibilities so that they can utilize the opportunities, resources available for sustainable 
development. Unless all these vital aspects are integrated and greater vision is developed especially in 
local female population, the sustainable development among tribal communities cannot be ensured. 

Education is about learning, knowing and exploring. Hence, it is the most valuable tool for human 
beings to understand the society and the people from positive point of view and live accordingly. However, 
the tribals are occupying a unique position in Indian culture and civilization; the Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) of India are living in the remote areas. Six decades after independence, the tribal 
people of our country, as a whole lag much behind the other communities in educational attainment. 
Since the very inception of development initiatives for the tribal people, it was well conceived that 
education is not simply necessary but one of the topmost priorities. It is undeniable that the planning 
and programmes for the tribals including the Five-Year plans have explicitly reflected the emphasis on 
education. With regard to education, the tribes show a myriad picture in India. Discrepancy in literacy 
is also noticed even in a single tribe across the region. Educational advancement cannot be said to have 
one to one relation with development. Therefore, we can say that the issue of tribal education is not a 
very simple affair. 

The focused Research Questions 
Apart from setting the above scope and reach of the research I add certain specific supplementary 

questions to the ethnographic research. The principal questions of the research follow:
a. What are the present socio-economic developmental scenario and the possible measures for 

betterment of the Lodha tribe in the era of globalization?
b. What are the educational scenario and the probable measures that would elevate their level of 

participation in education?
c. What are the achievable measures for comprehensive upliftment or betterment of Lodha tribe?

Research Methodology:  A mixed methodology has been used in this study. The foremost requirement 
is field work in the West Medinipur and Jhargram districts. Multiple paradigms such as,  post-positivism, 
interpretive, pragmatism and constructivism made possible following Guba and Lincoln’s (1994) 
pioneering resolution of ‘incompatibility crisis’ and later methodological scholars (Creswell and Clark, 
2007; Morgan, 2007).  The combined methodology, namely,   concurrent mixed method, helped better 
understanding of the outcomes by relating and ‘constant comparison’ of data from different methods 
over a period of time as suggested by Creswell (2008). The study aims at complementing data for 
answering the research questions, providing breadth by quantitative and depth by qualitative analyses 
(Greene, Caracelli and Graham, 1989; Leech and Onwuegbuzie, 2009). 

The choice of West Medinipur and Jhargram district in West Bengal as a context of research was 
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primarily because of the region’s history of being one of the most important places for habitation of 
the Lodhas. The selection and recruitment of the research participants was purposive or criteria based. 
Convenience, availability and informed consent guided the purposive sampling of the families and 
individual participants. Saturation of the variation of the data constantly compared to delimit the 
sampling of the participants. Building rapport and empathy by conversation and discussion of the 
purposes and utility of the research with the participants, structured interviews (e.g. schedules and 
questionnaires), unstructured, semi-structured, depth interviews, conversation and sharing of  any 
issue, focus group and Stakian case study 1 (Stake, 1995) used for collecting multiple forms of qualitative 
and quantitative data.  It was essentially needed participant observation, whose extent, effectiveness, 
failure, evaluation, pros and cons needed to administer both using self-reflexive insight, sharing it 
with both the participants and the supervisor of the research. Last but not the least, the informed 
consent, confidentiality and privacy depended on the achievement of empathy and trust of the research 
participants. Ethical clearance on behalf of the educational institutions justified the ethical approval of 
the institution of the researcher.  

My research tried to address the everyday lived meaning-making and being meant spaces of ‘being-
in-the-world’ (i.e. subjective and objective in togetherness) amid the hybrid or emerging interface of 
both localizing (heterogenizing /micro) and globalizing  (homogenizing /macro) discourses of the 
people and groups purposively selected for the research. The research was moved away from study 
on the participants towards study with the participants. Flexibility was built into the research design 
as explained above. The purpose of the research required a deep participatory engagement with the 
phenomenological and hermeneutic interpretations of practices that was secured through participant 
observation. Participant observation in the last decades is often explained as ‘embodiment’ (Csordas, 
1988, 1999) 2. Csordas argues that the researcher’s body becomes a tool in the research. Bringing the 
body into method such as a “twinge in the gut” or “gut feeling” adds a new dimension of ‘reflexivity’ to 
fieldwork as communication and dialogue. 

Findings: Since development and change are inevitable the Lodha are no exception to it. Basically 
all inhabitants of one village once upon a time were like members of one family, but it is gradually 
disappearing. The attitude towards community behavior and group personality is changing. The poor 
Lodha wish to take up jobs as wage earners but they are denied at times of these opportunities. There 
is an urge for small business, vending shops and petty contracts but they are hardly provided with this 
opportunity. The changes in the traditional political council have been fast. The traditional council 
of village elders is more or less defunct. They have accepted the new Panchayati raj system because 
the authorities of old traditional councils are defunct. People now prefer to go to a court of law for 
adjudication of disputes. The local persons are lodging complaints against them in the police stations. 
They have been exploited by officials of police department, forest department and revenue department 
for centuries. They have derived economic benefits but at the same time looked down upon by the 
neighboring communities. Even today poverty and backwardness compel them to revive the old habits, 
even if suitable avenues and better means for survival are open to them. Development agencies are trying 
to provide them greater and better protective measures and develop awareness for new ways of life. 
Special care of the L.D.A. administration and spread of education and economic development have 
leaded them to foresee a better quality life. There is loosening of the strong tribal ties even among the 
villagers, clansmen, lineage and family members. The old custom of reciprocal help without any return is 
dying very fast. The attitude towards moral values and personal ethics is changing in negative direction. 
Everybody is forgetting his responsibility rather claims rights over the forest land and community 
property. 

1  As it is most compatible with such ethnography.

2  The idea is that the researcher participates (“with her body”) in activities and/or verbal conversations, and positions 
herself as trainee/pupil/colleague/friend or partner.
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Nayagram CD Block under Jhargram district is one of Educationally Backward Block of West Bengal. The 
present study reflects that there is no significant difference in educational awareness level among male and female. 
The present study also reports that there is no significant difference in educational awareness among young and 
old people. In case of semi-literate and literate persons, the study signifies that the semi-literate persons remain 
far behind than literate persons. For improvement of education system of the study area, a Government College 
and a Government Model School have been established recently. However, the necessary steps for raising the 
educational awareness, especially for semi-literate persons are needed. Continuous campaign through the use 
local cultural elements, orientation, and awareness camp are the necessary instruments to improve the situation. 
As drawn out from the present investigation, the authors affirm that priority should be given to the semiliterate 
persons for raising awareness regarding importance, impact, facilities, opportunities, and scope of education. 
Providing information regarding incentives, vocational training, job opportunities, and career guidance should 
be introduce in grassroots level. In this run, it may be assert that the number of out-of-school-children will 
expectedly decrease. It helps us assemble opinions and have points of view on things in life according to our 
contexts. The importance of education is an integral issue in one’s life. It serves as the gateway to success in the 
future making and to create many opportunities in ensuring a sustainable life. Through the process of awareness 
building, the inclusion of marginalized children in the sphere of education will embrace a promising step towards 
the process of social inclusion. 

The socio-economic development activities have brought immense change in their cultural pattern and 
lifestyle. The state Government is trying to focus on their holistic development to raise their standard of living and 
quality of life. Multifarious development programmes relating to health and sanitation, education, environment, 
infrastructural development, individual benefit schemes etc. have to some extent transformed their outlook. 
Introduction of modern agriculture, multiple cropping, use of high yielding variety of seeds, provision of 
irrigation facility, input assistance, market assurance for their hand made products etc. have brought quite visible 
changes in their life pattern. Since its inception in the year 1986, some micro projects by a number of agencies 
has undertaken for socio-economic development programmes to their sustainable development. A number of 
agencies have spent money in horticulture, agriculture, communication, irrigation etc. The residential school 
close to the Lodha area has attracted the attention of a number of students of the area. Non- formal educational 
centre popularly known as Gyan Mandir are having good contribution for development of children. Government 
has done a lot of good works through multiple ways to protect them and bring their holistic development. 
Enormous efforts have been made for improvement of their quality of life and to increase their per capita income. 
Sincere attempts have been made to effect planned change while preserving their cultural growth and positive 
values. Attempts have been made to ensure connectivity and substantial achievements relating to provision of 
safe drinking water facilities through tube wells and provisions of tap water supply. Construction of check dams, 
mini irrigation projects, cross bunds, irrigation tanks and provision of dug wells etc. are some of the eye catching 
achievements. The most important activities like spread of education, special health care provisions, provision 
of fair price shops for their commodities are some of the outstanding achievements that deserve special mention. 
The development organizations and welfare institutions like primary health centre, police check post, office of 
the agricultural extension officer, veterinary hospitals, post office, and weekly market, big shops, establishment 
of banks, and several others in their area have contributed to the changing life of the Lodha. In view of the above 
discussion and observations made in the earlier section, a few policy recommendations are made:

• Proper emphasis should be given on development of appropriate technology taking into account 
of the Lodha population’s need, problems, and socio-economic background;

• Efforts should be made to develop location-specific package by investing inputs, such as 
fertilizers, insecticides and irrigation so that the cultivators can adopt them to increase their yields;

• The technology should be simple to use, compatible with previous experience and cultural 
norms;

• The successful demonstrations or training-cum-production should be organized for the sake of 
new cultivators to avoid the conflicting results, which lead to retardation in the process of adoption of 
new technology;
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• Proper emphasis should be given for the marketing facilities of the surplus products including 
handicrafts;

• Coordination committees consisting of representatives of development departments (DRDA, 
Block, etc.), input supply (Block office agriculture dept.), credit service (Bank, etc.), marketing agencies 
(LAMPS, etc.) should be made more functional and effective. Similarly, all institutions including 
NGOs engaged for the cultivators’ training-cum-production should be constituted at every panchayat 
area of Jhargram sub-division of Midnapore district;

• More emphasis should be given on production of farm literature making in local languages, viz., 
Bengali and Alchiki (tribal language) so that the cultivators can understand the message clearly;

• Mini communication kits consisting of package, input specimens, simple publications in local 
languages (Bengali and Alchiki) and flannel graph and recommended package of practices should be 
provided to village level farmers’ organisations;

• Poor cultivators should be encouraged to form Self-help groups (SHGs) of Cooperatives for 
more financial gain;

• Due emphasis should be given to the inclusion of non-tribal cultivators also in the training-
cum-production on handicrafts products minimize the distance between tribal and non-tribal trainees.

• Ensuring basic education to the entire population of the Lodha community.
• Developing special health packages and extending vital health services through improved 

delivery system to combat endemic diseases prevalent in these Tribal areas.
• Launching exclusive schemes for their survival, protection and all round development.
• Extending special coaching and training to the educated people in the community to prepare 

them for various competitive examinations.
• Purchasing/paying of remunerative prices to Minor Forest Produce (MFP) collected by these 

Tribals to avoid exploitation by the middlemen; processing and marketing of the same by TRIFED 
(Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Ltd.).

• Setting up libraries and information centers in the areas to deliver the right information at the 
right time.

Conclusion
In British India, which backward people have accepted the theft occupation to fulfill their livelihood, today’s 

after 60 years that criminal activity are exist in Independent India. Nobody is considering about this problem on 
social, political and economic level. The customs of the Nomadic Tribes (NT) and De-notified Tribes (DNT) 
social group are the equivalent or similar as like as that Adivasi tribe. That’s all problems do not possess to only 
the particular community, it is one of a national problem, hence all the people of the nation ought to fight along 
with socio-political and economic problems for improving their life. We conclude that community development 
means building connections with people. Community development programmes may achieve through the 
following steps like Participation that builds relationships with people by providing access to current resources 
and technology, and also includes community members to participate in their mundane activities. Determination 
is identifying information needs and contributing to the future of the community. Decision making, on right 
decision at the right time to help community problems. Leadership role should be taken by one of the 
representing among them. 
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