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Introduction
The Tribes in India were occupied by groups of nomadic people, who survived based on hunting 

and the gathering of wild fruits, tubers, and edible roots (Rao, 2022). Tribals are normally nuclear 
families, consisting of a man, his wife, and their unmarried children. Tribal communities reside in 
different kinds of ecological and geo-climatic conditions ranging from plains and forests to hills and 
inaccessible areas; the social, economic, and educational development states amongst the tribal 
groups vary by the areas, regions, way of life and occupations that they carry out (Rao, 2022).

Socio-economic characteristics of households, in particular parental income, wealth, 
education, and occupation have long been known to be major determinants of educational enrolment 
and achievement in both developing and developed countries (Evangelista de Carvalho Filho, 2008; 
Mingat, 2007; Shavit and Blossfeld, 1993; Jencks, 1972; Coleman et al., 1966). The same is true 
for characteristics of the local educational facilities, if there are good quality schools at a reasonable 
distance from the home, the chances that children are in school increase substantially (Huisman and 
Smits, 2009; Buchmann and Hannum, 2001; Vasconcellos, 1997). Cultural factors may play an 
intermediate role. They influence the choices made by individuals, through their attitudes, and those 
of the people in their close environment.

Tribals in India in general live in an area that is characterized by rich natural resources 
like forest, land, water, biodiversity, and minerals. It would not be an exaggeration to state 
that poverty, misery, and deprivation continue to persist among tribals of India. This study 
presents the socio-economic profile of the Singpho and Wancho tribal populations of NorthEastern 
India, which is less studied. Socio-economic characteristics of households, wealth, education and 
occupation have long been known to be major determinants of educational enrollment and 
achievement in both developing and developed countries. In the last decade, India had made 
remarkable progress in getting children into school. Education empowers people and improves 
their ability to communicate, argue, and choose in informed ways. When literacy is calculated 
by excluding the population below 6 years of age it is observed that 84.2% of the Singphos and 
44.9% of the Wanchos are literate. The Singpho and Wancho tribe of Arunachal Pradesh are 
one of the major scheduled tribes with distinct socio-economic and demographic characteristics. 
Singphos are mainly distributed in the Changlang and Lohit districts and Wanchos are mainly 
distributed in the Longding District of Arunachal Pradesh. The average annual income of both 
the communities is very low. The percentage of female workers is higher in both the communities. 
It is found that the literacy rate is much higher among the Singphos than among the Wanchos. 
The percentage of the working population is higher among the Singphos than among the Wanchos.
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At the time of India’ s independence in 1947, literacy levels were very low. According to the 1951 census, 
only 9% of the female population and 27% of the male population were literate. After independence, 
efforts were made to improve the situation. The 1950 Indian Constitution declared that “the State 
shall endeavor to provide, within ten years from the commencement of this Constitution, for free and 
compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of 14 years”. However, despite great 
efforts, the educational level of the population increased rather slowly and large differences among social 
groups and between the sexes remain. Children from the lower castes and tribes have school attendance rates 
well below the national average (UNESCO, 2010).

The current study is undertaken in Arunachal Pradesh of Northeast India. Arunachal Pradesh is the 
land of the dawn-lit mountains and abode for different scheduled tribes who are having their language and 
cultural identities. The study is undertaken in two different tribes viz. Singphos and Wanchos.

Singpho tribe is one of the major scheduled tribes with distinct socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics of Arunachal Pradesh. They are mainly distributed in the Changlang and Lohit districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh. Though they are Buddhists, they believe in several benevolent and malevolent spirits 
(nats). Their priest is known as Dumsawa or Dumsa (Dutta, 1990). Festivals form an integral aspect of the 
socio-cultural life of the people of the state. The Singpho tribe has unique socio-economic-demographic 
characteristics with varied living patterns. The tribe lives in aloof tribal areas away from the mainstream 
of society. This powerful tribe has the hearth border in gonthe valley encircled by the foothill of the Patkai 
range in the east, river Noa-Dehing in the west, and the mighty Brahmaputra in the north standing as a 
boundary between India and Burma (Dutta, 1990). Though an important tribe in northeast India, not 
much research has been undertaken on the Singphos. Singphos are facing many social, economic, and 
demographic problems. The rate of social mobility is not very high, education and health condition are 
not satisfactory, demographically they are scattered and, they have a 10w birth rate (Census of India, 
2011) compared to other tribes of the north-east. Moreover, economically their condition is not sound. 
Traditionally, the Singphos live in deep forests and depend on forest resources and agriculture for their 
livelihood and most of the Singpho population lives below the poverty line. Low income and high incidence 
of unemployment, underemployment, and high incidence of poverty are other economic problems.

The Wanchos are one of the tribes of the earlier Tirap District and are currently in the Longding 
District of Arunachal Pradesh. Their habitat is located roughly between latitude 26°28’ N and 27°30’ 
N and longitude 95°E and 96°E and lies towards the western part of the district. The area is bounded by 
the Tisa River in the east, the Tuensang district of Nagaland in the west, Patkai hills in the south, and 
the Sibsagar district ofAssam in the north.

The Wancho area forms a subdivision of the district. Its headquarters is centrally located at a place 
called Longding, which relates to the district headquarters at Khonsa. The Patkai hills in the south of 
the Wancho area form the International boundary between India and Burma. Having situated in the 
sub-Patkai region, the whole area is hilly and undulating. A network of rivers and streams drain the 
hillsides. The hills here have been denuded of forest due to jhum cultivation. Bamboo groves and some 
tropical trees and plants are seen all over the area. The height of the hills varies from about 2000 ft in the 
foothilis to about 6000 ft towards the Patkai range. Their main economic resources are land, forest, and 
water and their primary occupation is cultivation. They prefer mainly jhum cultivation. Recently, some 
of them have adopted wet and terrace cultivation also. Paddy, millet, and maize are their main crops. 
Weaving, hunting, fishing, making bead necklaces, wood carving, cane and bamboo works, and basketry 
are their subsidiary occupations.

The Wanchos have traditional trade relations with the people of Burma and Nagaland. They also 
had close barter trade with the Noctes. They used to get sait in exchange for bamboo tubes, baskets, 
mats, opium, and many other local products. Opium and Indian hemp (bhang) are their main cash 



Rani Hazarika C. / Antrocom Online Journal of Anthropology, vol. 18, n. 1 (2022) 161-171 163

crops. They grow these for sale which brings them handsome income in cash. Some villagers have also 
started the cultivation of sugarcane (Dutta, 1990).

Methods and materials
A total of six Singpho villages from Changlang district and four Wancho villages from Longding 

district of Arunachal Pradesh were selected. The author visited all these villages and interviewed a total 
of 257 Singpho households and 262 Wancho households. Mostly, the participants were male heads of 
the household and in a few cases, the eldest female members and other elders participated. Pretested 
structured questionnaire was used. The questionnaire consisted of questions on various household 
characteristics and socio-economic and demographic characteristics of the households. In addition, 
the observation method was used to observe various materials as well as the processes. All required 
permissions are taken from the government, the local administration, and the concerned heads of the 
villages to carry on the fieldwork.

Results
Table I shows the percent distribution of different household characteristics. House with a raised 

platform is the traditional house type of the Singphos. They used to raise the platform where the level 
falls away. The roofs of the houses are high with a sharp slope and are covered with thick layers of palm 
leaves (tokopat). Among the Wanchos the houses are built on the ground except for the granary which is 
built on a raised platform. The middle posts of the houses are projected 3-4 feet above the roof and are 
covered with thatch or palm leaves (tokopat). This is done to facilitate the use of the same posts several 
times when the lower portion of the posts got damaged.

Cooking hearths are found in the living room itself in most houses where both males and females used 
to take opium (kani) with black tea (tilach ah). No sugar is added to tea and is relished with opium 
(kani) by both the communities.

Open defecation was the common practice among both the Singphos and the Wanchos till the other 
day. However, in recent years sanitary latrines have been constructed by some well-to do families. 
Among the Singphos 38% of families have sanitary latrines against about 12% among the Wanchos. 
About 14% of families in both the communities use to share a latrine with other families. 40% of Wan-
chos and 21% of Singpho families still practice open defecation.

The main source of drinking water among the Singphos is a tube-well (70.4%). As the 
Singphos used to inhabit the plain areas and water is available in their villages throughout the 
year, whereas among the Wancho the case is different. Their villages are situated at the hilltop at an 
altitude of 886 meters (approximately) where the availability of water is scarce. They are to collect 
water from down below the hill. Womenfolk use to carry mainly drinking water in containers made of 
bamboo tubes. They can carry a maximum of three bamboo tubes at a time with a capacity of 7-8 
liters of water each. They carry them on their backs in a bamboo basket on steep hills. Due to the 
scarcity of water personal hygiene is difficult to maintain. They seem to use very little water for personal 
cleanliness. Men usually take bath whenever water is available more particularly when they go out of the 
village for work. Electricity connection is available in almost 76% of the houses surveyed among the 
Singphos against 45.4% among the Wanchos. However, the availability of electricity is occasional. Most 
of the time there is either a power cut or fault in the line.

Family Structure

The composition and type of the families of both the communities are shown in table 2. Altogether 
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three types of families viz. nuclear, joint, and broken are classified according to their composition. Families 
which are composed of husband and wife; husband, wife, and unmarried children; husband, wife, and 
unmarried children with one or more dependents are classified as nuclear families. Families which consist of 
parents with married son(s) and unmarried children; either the parents with married sons and unmarried 
children; or married brothers with their children (families) are classified as joint families. The families which 
are composed of either of the parents with unmarried children; single individuals (male or female); 
unmarried brothers and sisters are classified as broken families. The nuclear family is the dominant 
structure in both communities.

Family Income
Table 3 provides information about the annual income of the families of both communities. It is 

seen from the tables that among the Singphos, the majority of families (17.12%) belong to the income 
range of Rs. 25,000.00-30,000.00 per year. Among the Wanchos, the highest percentage of families 
(14.89%) is in the range of Rs. 15,000.00-20,000.00 per year. The maximum income range i.e. Rupees 
1,00.000.00 and above was possessed only by 0.78% of families of the Singphos. The annual average 
income of the Singphos is Rs. 26,193 per year and that of the Wanchos is Rs. 20,000 per year. As such 
the average annual income of the Singphos is relatively higher than the Wanchos.

Age and Sex Distribution (Broad Age Group)
The distribution of the population by broad age group with an interval of 15 years is 

presented in table 4. Among the Singphos both males (33.0%) and females (32.9%) show the highest 
percentage of the population in the age group of 15-29 years and thereafter continuous 
decline is seen in the higher age groups. But in the case of the Wanchos males (32.9%) are highest in 
the age group 15-29 years whereas females (37.5%) are higher in the age group 0-14 years age group. 
Thereafter, the percentage shows a decreasing trend in the higher age groups. The population 
pyramids of these tribal populations are constructive (Fig.1). most of the population is older or 
middle-aged. Further, it indicates the declining birth rates.

Literacy and Education Level
The literacy of the people, calculated based on the total population, is presented in table 5a. It is 

revealed from the tables that among the Singphos about 24.24% are illiterates and 75.8% are literates. 
The male literates (78.8%) are found to be higher than female literates (72.5%). On the other hand, 
the literacy level of the Wanchos is 37.7%. The literacy of females (40.4%) is higher than male 
literacy (35.01%). On the contrary, when the literacy is calculated by excluding the population 
below 6 years of age (table 5b), it is observed that 84.2% of the Singphos and 44.9% of the Wanchos 
are literate. Almost 89 % of males are found to be literate among Singphos against 42% of Wanchos. 
Among the females also literacy is higher among the Singphos (79.6%) than the Wanchos (48.2%).

Economy
Data on occupation were collected from those males and females who were engaged in different 

types of work other than household work and studies. In the present study, the occupation of different 
individuals is classified into various categories as follows: Cultivator (engaged in agricultural activities); Wage 
labourer (persons working on daily wages); Skilled worker (Carpenter, mechanic, driver, electrician, and 
weaver); Lower professional (Peon, chowkidar, handyman, police, military, health guide (ASHA), etc.); 
Middle professional ( Clerk, school teacher, pharmacist, nurse, laboratory assistant, postmaster, Junior 
engineer, etc.); Higher professional (Doctor, engineer, etc.); Businessman (Contractor, shopkeeper, and 
other small businessmen); Non-workers are household workers and students, pensioners and beggars.
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The distribution of the population by different occupations and gender of the Singpho and the 
Wanchos is presented in table 6. A colossal number of the non-working male population is found 
in both communities. The percentage of the working population is higher among the Singphos than 
among the Wanchos. The number of female workers is 43.8% among the Singphos and 52.6% among 
the Wanchos. The percentage of female workers is high in both the communities in comparison to the 
males. Agriculture is the main source of living in both communities. 88.9% of the Wancho populations 
are cultivators whereas among the Singphos it is 78.8%.

Discussion
The average annual income ofboth the communities is very low. A point of concern in so far 

as the literature maintains that households with more members are more likely to be faced with 
poverty than households with fewer members (Kimenyi and Mbaku, 1995). In both the communities, 
the medium-sized families are dominating over the small size. The relationship between family size and 
child educational attainment has attracted a lot of attention in social sciences. According to the resource 
dilution hypothesis, an additional child decreases the amount of time and financial means that parents 
can devote per child (Blake 1981; Downey 1995, 2001). Concerning the family type, nuclear types 
(46.3% among the Singphos and 57.2 % among the Wanchos) are higher than the joint families (38.1% 
among the Singphos and 27.9% among the Wanchos) in both the communities. Parental resources 
are greatly diluted when the family size is large and in such a situation chances for the education of the 
children also become limited. Hence, parents face a trade-off between quantity and educational 
chances of children when making decisions regarding the size of their family (Becker and Lewis, 1973; 
Becker and Tomes, 1976).

It is found that the literacy rate is much higher among the Singphos than among the Wanchos. More 
than half of the Wanchos do not know how to read and write. The number of male literates is high 
both among the Singphos and among the Wanchos than the females. India has witnessed significant 
improvements in the level of schooling over the past fifty years. For example, literacy rates have increased 
from 27% for males (ages 5 and above) and just 9% for females in 1950, to 82.14% for males and 65.42% 
for females in 2011. Food and agricultural organization (FAO, 2001) reported that women receive less 
education than men in many developing countries. Children attending school is found to be higher 
among the Singphos (67.8%) than among the Wanchos (52.2%). India has made remarkable progress in 
getting children into school in the last few decades. While Asia dominated the worldwide reduction in 
out-of-school children after 2000, most of the decline took place in India. After the start of the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan (universal primary education) program in 2001, there was a drop of almost 15 million 
in the number of Indian out-of-school children (UNESCO, 2010: 56). However, despite this great 
achievement, in 2007 still over 7 million primary school-age children were not in school. While the 
majority of these 7 million were drop-outs who did go to school in the past, a substantial part (13.2%) of 
lndia’s children aged 7-16 has never been to school (UNESCO, 2010). Education is a major development 
enhancing tool and is seen as essential to people’s chances in life (Self and Grabowski, 2004; Mankiw, 
Romer, and Weil, 1992).

Besides household wealth, the educational level and labor market position of the parents are 
expected to play a role. There is ample evidence that children from better-educated parents more often 
go to school and tend to drop out less (UNESCO, 2010; Huisman and Smits, 2009; Ersado, 2005; 
Buchmann and Brakewood, 2000; Colclough, Rose and Tembon, 2000; Shavit and Blossfeld 1993). 
Parents who have reached a certain educational level might want their children to achieve at least that 
level (Breen and Goldthorpe, 1997). For the educational enrolment of girls, the education of the mother 
is especially important (Emerson and Portela Souza, 2007; Shu, 2004; Kanibhampati and Pal, 2001; 
Fuller, Singer, and Keiiey, 1995). Mothers who have succeeded in completing a certain level of education 
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have experienced its value and know that it is within the reach of girls to complete that level.

The percentage of the working population is higher among the Singphos than among the Wanchos. 
The percentage of female workers is higher in both the communities. This is not unique to the Singphos 
and the Wanchos alone under the present study but to almost all the tribal populations of Northeast 
India. The women in all the tribal communities of Northeast India participate more than the males 
in all economic activities. Agriculture is the main source of living in both communities. Gender 
differenees in access to economic opportunities are frequently debated about gender differenees in 
labor market participation. Indeed, men’s and women’s jobs differ greatly, whether across sectors, 
industries, occupations, types of jobs, or types of firms. While these differences evolve with 
economic development, the resulting changes in the structure of employment are not enough to 
eliminate employment segregation by gender. They are overrepresented among unpaid family workers 
and in the informal sector. And they rarely rise to positions of power in the labor market. Despite lower 
earnings and productivity, women are not worse farmers, entrepreneurs, and workers than men 
(World Development Report, 2012). Regarding the father’s labor market position, we expect fathers 
who are in salaried employment to be more aware of the importance of education and hence to 
invest more in their children’s education (Breen and Goldthorpe, 1997). Whereas a mother’s work 
status may exercise an independent influence over her children’s educational chances, especially those 
of her daughters. According to the resource theory of coniugal power (Smits, Mulder, and Hooimeijer, 
2003; Rodman, 1972; Blood and Wolfe, 1960), the degree to which partners can influence important 
household decisions depends on the extent to which they bring valued resources into the marriage. The 
children themselves may also be more aware of the benefits of education. On the other hand, parents 
are less likely to invest in their children’s education when direct occupational transmission or transference of 
capital is a viable option to obtain a good position in society for their children (Treiman and Ganzeboom, 
1990; Blau and Duncan, 1967). Hence farmers and business owners may feel less need to invest in their 
children’s education than in people’s independent employment. Also, for small farmers, the opportunity 
costs of sending their children to school may be high, since they are more likely to expect their children 
to help out tending the land and rearing livestock, especially during peak working times (Bhalotra and 
Heady 2003; Basu, Das, and Dutta, 2003). Thus, the present study presents the socio-economic profile 
of the Singpho and Wancho tribal population ofNorth-Eastern India, literally less studied.
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Tables and figures
Table 1: percent imstribution of housfholds by housing characteristics

Housing characteristics Singpho(%) Wancho(%)

House types

Pucca 8.17 -

Semi pucca 38.13 8.78

Traditional house 53.70 91.22

Kitchen

Attached 78.21 83.59

Separate 21.79 16.41

Pit 29.57 33.59

Type ofLavatory

Sanitary 35.80 11.83

Shared 13.62 14.12

Open place 21.01 40.46

Source of drinking 
water

Tube well 70.43 16.41

Shared 29.57 33.21

Springwater - 50.38

Electricity
Yes 75.88 45.42

No 24.12 54.58

Table 2: percent distribution of family types and composition

Family type Composition
Singpho Wancho

% of subtotal % of  subtotal

Nuclear

a Husband and wife 17.7 19.3

b Husband, wife, and unmarried children. 65.5 58.7

c. Husband, wife, and unmarried children with 
one or more dependents. 16.8 22.0

Joint

a Parents with married sons and unmarried 
children. 32.7 38.4

b Either of the parents with married sons or 
unmarried children. 38.8 28.7

c. Married brothers and their ehildren. 28.6 32.9

Broken

a Either of the parents with unmarried 
ehildren. 65.0 76.9

b Single individual. 12.5 7.7

c.
Unmarried brothers and sisters. 22.5 15.4

Total 257 262
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Fig. 1: Population pyramids of Singpho and Wancho populations.

1. Singpho      2. Wancho

Table 3: percent distribution of the Singpho and the Wancho households by income age and sex distribution (broad age group)

Annual incom (In Rs.) Total Households (Singphos) % Total Households (Wanchos) %

50001- 11 4.28 30 11.45

5000-10,0001- 34 13.23 32 12.21

10,000-15,0001 11 4.28 30 11.45

15,000-20,000/ 35 13.62 39 14.89

20,000-25,000/ 27 10.51 28 10.69

25,000-30,000/ 44 17.12 29 11.07

30,000-35,000/ 31 12.06 20 7.63

35,000-40,000/ 14 5.45 3 1.15

40,000-45,000/ 8 3.11 5 1.91

45,000-50,000/ 7 2.72 14 5.34

50,000-55,0001 2 0.78 10 3.82

55,000-60,000/ 2 0.78 2 0.76

60,000-65,000/ 3 1.17 2 0.76

65,000-70,000/ 6 2.33 1 0.38

70,000-75,000/ 3 1.17 2 0.76

75,000-80,000/ 7 2.72 3 1.15

80,000-85,000/ 3 1.17 - -

85,000-90,000/ - - 2 0.76

90,000-95,000/ - - 3 1.15

95,000-100000/ 7 2.72 7 2.67

100000/-+ 2 0.78 - -

Total 257 100.0 262 100.0
Rs.= Indian rupee, equivalent to US$ 0.013
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Table 4: percent distribution of population by age and sex (broad age group)

Age group 
(Years) SINGPHOS WANCHOS

group Male(%) Female(%) Total(%) Male(%) Female(%) Total(%)

(Years)

0-14 29.0 29.0 29.0 37.5 33.1 35.3

15-29 33.0 32.9 32.9 35.4 38.3i 36.9

30-44 19.1 17.9 18.5 14.1 15.3 14.7

45-59 11.4 12.8 12.1 9.1 8.4 8.8

60+ 7.6 7.4 7.5 3.8 4.9 4.4

Total 648 610 1258 714 726 1440

Table 5a: percent distribution of population by literacy level (based on total population)

Sex SINGPHOS WANCHOS

Number Illiterate(%) Literate(%) Number Illiterate(%) Literate(°i)

Male 648 21.14 78.86 714 64.99 35.01

Female 610 27.54 72.56 726 59.64 40.36

Total 1258 24.24 75.76 1440 62.29 37.71

Table 5b: percent distribution of population by literacy level (based on population aged 6 years and above).

Sex SINGPHØS WANCHOS

Number  Illiterate(%) Literate(%) Number  Illiterate(%) Literate(%)

Male 577 11.44 88.56 600 58.33 41.67

Female 555 20.36 79.64 608 51.81 48.19

Total 1132 15.81 84.19 1208 55.05 44.95

Table 6: percent distribution of the singph() population by age, sex and type of occupation

Occupation and sex Singpho Total(%) Wancho Total(%)

Non-worker
M 62.8 77.2

F 66.6 78.7

Wage labor
M 1.54 2.80
F 0.98 0.83

Cultivation
M 11.0 7.70
F 14.4 8.54

Skilled Work
M 4.32 4.90
F 6.39 6.34

LowerProfession
M 9.10 2.80
F 3.44 2.48

Middle Profession
M 6.02 2.80
F 5.08 2.07

Higher Profession
M - 0.28
F - -

Business
M 5.25 1.54
F 3.11 1.10

Total
M 648 714
F 610 726


