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Introduction 

The Covid-19 pandemic intensifies social, economic and health stress coupled with strict quarantine 
and social isolation measures that aggravates pre-existing ‘inequitable gender norms’ (IISD, 1995) vis-
à-vis a plethora of inequalities across the globe (UN Policy Brief, 2020). Gender based violence (GBV) 
is a manifestation of such inequality’s resultant of the imposition of patriarchal hegemony (ILO and 
UN, 2020), which has been further exacerbated by the current pandemic that has swayed the world 
economy with a cumulative loss of about US$9 trillion to the global GDP in 2020 (IMF, 2020). It is 
even bigger than the combined economies of Germany and Japan (Barbosa et al., 2020). This pandemic 
morphs into a social (inequalities), political (fragile empowerment), economic crisis (threat to women’s 
employment and livelihoods) and intersecting forms (e.g., ethnicity, population, disability, class, age 
and socio-economic status) of discrimination (Dlamini, 2020; Roseboom, 2020) faced by adolescent 
girls and puerperal women (Tang et al., 2020; UN Women, 2020; Ray et al., 2021).

Under such circumstances, several state-nations and nation-states, despite being provided with 
guidelines from UN-Women and UNFPA (UNFPA, 2020), have failed to conform to the numerous 
policies addressing the issue of GBV – which, for a handful of decades, has been regarded as a hidden 

Covid-19 Riddle Exacerbating Gender (in) Equalities

There are clusters of evidence of gender-based violence (GBV) have been happening across 
the world for more than a year or so due to the effects of restricted movement of people due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic. It turns out that women specially Health Care Workers (HCWs) 
per se are being victimised owing to ‘paradoxical effects’ on account of intermittent lockdown 
culminated into encountering Intimate Partner violence (IPV). In this article, the authors 
elucidate a comprehensive picture of both GBV and IPV of countries irrespective of Global 
North and South through a medical sociological analysis of woman HCWs and other 
innocents women in the household domain by evidenced based interpreting the publication 
history, retrieved from the PUBMED, and Google search engine between 1930 and early 
2021, covering a large number of developed and developing countries. The article also critically 
analyses the pattern of violence-specific digitised rescue system including building temporary 
shelters for rescued victims with the support of the respective government agents and NGOs. 
This present comprehensive picture of both GBV and IPV in workstation and household level 
can assist restructuring the fruitful dialogue amongst the policy makers around the world to 
re-programme the gender norms for the benefit of women.
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phenomenon. This is but a direct reflection of male authority over women in the distribution of power 
notwithstanding a sundry of resolutions to prevent GBV (Beijing Declaration, 2020). Outraged labor 
continued to wreak vengeance on the traitors.

Gender Based Violence -Pandemic-Quarantine: Axis of  Fear 

In response to combat GBV, governments across the globe have brought about gender mainstreaming 
into policy for the well-being of women - conceptually formalized at the Beijing International Women’s 
Conference (IISD, 1995; UNDOC, 2020). The same is being implemented to tone down the emotional 
and sexual sufferings of women (e.g., 15-49 years) against potential violence from an intimate partner 
(OIA, 2020) – a figure that amounts to nearly 243 million (UN WOMEN, 2020). Besides, relegating 
women into the realm of frontline healthcare work in terms of “motherhood penalty” (UN WOMEN, 
2020) imposes a severe jolt against disproportional “double burden” (Lange et al., 2015) of less paid (in 
workstation) and unpaid-labour (in family) being contributed to care-economy, which estimates to 5% 
of the global GDP (ILO, 2020).

The situation is further aggravated due to the prolonged Télétravail (working-from-home) and 
closure of schools (Cottingham et al., 2019). In the name of politically empowering domestic and 
working women, their sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) are virtually ignored (Hall 
et al., 2020). Onyango et al. (2019) have demonstrated that women and girls have succumbed to 
intersecting injustices, against colour, stigma, and discrimination. Rose (2020) demonstrates how the 
outbreak of Ebola (2014‐2016) has victimized women to experience unrecognized, albeit de-prioritized, 
sexual violence during strict quarantine and school closures in West Africa.

UNFPA (2020) puts forward that the occurrence of gender inequality in an array of ‘social classes 
and cultural groups’ of all societies often lead to the collapse of basic social infrastructures. This before 
long, not only augments conflicts, weaknesses, but also is worsened by pandemic driven unpredictable 
setbacks. World Health Organization’s (WHO) estimation of pre-Covid-19 GBV in eighty countries 
is 1 in 3 (35%) - a number that has been increased further during lockdown (Roseboom, 2020). Li’s 
(2020) hypothesis on the erosion of social norms (e.g., social distance), which is inversely proportional 
to domestic violence, what is termed as a  “hidden pandemic” (Donato, 2020) is consistent with the 
effect of Covid-19 attributed to widespread IPV (Intimate Partner Violence) (Cheng et al., 2006). 
This ensuing “hidden pandemic” propels victimized women and girls into a vicious cycle, where both 
mental and physical tortures and very low levels of self-esteem reinforce each other (Bradbury-Jones and 
Ishamm, 2020). This is further consistent with Bradbury-Jones and Isham’s (2020) hypothesis of the 
paradoxical effects on the current pandemic, that shows how, despite the honest efforts of governments 
to reduce horizontal transmission by imposing a stay-at-home dictum, authorities have, surreptitiously, 
potentially triggered GBV inside the house, particularly within the framework of dyadic relationship 
(Benson and Fox, 2001). 

Didactic Sociativity

A dyad or pair is a certain kind of sociative relation that consists of attraction (live-birth-suckling-
syndromic mother-infant pair) and repulsion (shifting of husband-wife pair into unpair due to GBV and 
IPV) between two biological units of individuals. A dyad is a purpose-specific sociological configuration 
that is only relevant in a complementary sense. This circumscribes small “sociativity” - that further 
develops into a dyadic pattern by the entry of multifold elements over a period of time. To become 
a dyad unit, it has to be a patterned mutual action, violation of which turns into a covert situation, 
where one individual is repulsed at the cost of sheer unawareness of the other. This actually happens 
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in the evolving incidence of age-old domestic violence of different patterns with a pretext of shifting 
obligations, responsibilities, commitments, and even victim-blaming - particularly during long-standing 
lockdown driven economic sufferings, and a loss of hope of social solidarity from the intimate partner 
(Becker and Useem, 1942).

The greater the husband-wife dyad intimacy, the wider the possibility of conflicts exacerbated by 
‘paradoxical effects’ due to the home-quarantine derived insanity against the backdrop of Covid-19 
driven invalidism (Waller, 1930). This posits heavily on the horizontal or the vertical mobility of one 
or both members that generates deep frustrations, highly confusing bafflements, and problematic 
disappointments, which in turn, have generated a huge pilling of dissociative process that makes an 
ample precondition of pair into an unpair, which is once again consistent with the remarks of masculine 
exploitation in case of the affinal dyad (Waller, 1938).

It by all means, breaks the subjective bond between husband and wife making the latter more prone 
to IPV, ultimately constituting a heavy damage on the parent-child dyad and the family as a whole, 
which are the main preconditions of generating diversified forms of domestic violence with a negative 
feeling - allegiance to “if you are not on my side you are against me” (Mahase, 2020). Hence, any hairpin 
crack in conjugal interdependence complex could alter the fundamental configuration of marital dyad 
that provokes the incidence of GBV, what is exactly happening in COVID-19 outbreak worldwide. 

This is validated by the report of UNFPA (2020), which mentioned about the 20% increase in GBV 
cases beyond the predictable range in all UN member countries. The WHO has separately registered 
more than 60% emergency telecommunications from IPV victims from European Union states alone 
(Bradley et al., 2020). In addition, Canada has registered 30% –50% (Agüero, 2020), Peru reports 48% 
(Vora et al., 2020), National Commission for Women of India (Wanqing, 2020), Tunisia (OIA, 2020), 
and China (Bourdieu, 2001) reported twofold, fivefold, and threefold increase, respectively. This is 
further augmented by male dominance, the kind that exercises authority without even challenging the 
paradoxical character of the doxa (Graham-Harrison et al., 2020).

Both UNDOC (2020) and Graham-Harrison et al. (2020) have reported 60%, 30%, 12.5%, 33%, and 
40-50% spiking calls in Great Britain (UNSG, 2018), Cyprus, Spain, Singapore and Brazil respectively in 
GBV in the midst of the ‘global pandemic’ (New York Times, 2020) that has resulted in the enactment 
of lockdown, compulsory social-distancing and home quarantine. Since the lockdown, France (BBC 
News, 2020) and Argentina have registered 30% and 25% GBV victims, respectively (OIA, 2020). In 
UK, women belonging to Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic groups (BAME) face a double burden due 
to Windrush conflict (Boserup et al. 2020) and ethnicity/population (Dlamini, 2020). That is to say, 
they experience violence both at home and in public places. Boserup et al., (2020) report 27% and 10% 
increase in GBV in Jefferson County Alabama and New York City respectively. They further explain 
that with a report of 22% arrests in Portland, the penny drops, and the United States Homeland Security 
becomes the virtual savior (Outlook, 2020).

There is a twofold rise in GBV in the peninsular Indian as reported by Outlook (WIEGO, 2020), 
including police harassment on women farmers (Feroz, 2020). Data from South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) countries have revealed the preponderance of escalated GBV on 
women, including children. The figures shoot upto about 90% in Pakistan (Phakathi, 2020), 26% in 
Sri Lanka (WEPS, 2020), and 61% in Nepal (Islam, 2020). After having accumulated the report of 27 
out of 64 Upa-jilas, in April, 2020, Bangladesh has estimated more than 4000 women and 400 children 
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subject to this “hidden pandemic” (Godin, 2020).

Combating Gender Based Violence

John et al. (2020) has showed that the purpose-built US based organization is a suitable alternative 
to promptly reduce domestic violence through keeping online texting services for victims for sending 
emergency message for immediate rescue. Besides, counseling over telephone in Equador (Higgins, 
2020), Skype support systems in Italy (Higgins, 2020), and using code ‘Mask-19’ by Spanish women 
in the Canary Islands for alerting local pharmacist for informing police assistants (Fraser, 2020 ) are 
hitherto mitigating strategies to combat this social menace. However, authorities in some parts of the 
globe become proactive in making shelters for incoming clients (Davies and Bennett, 2016), who are 
highly exposed to Covid-19 (Bijl, 2020; Wenham et al., 2020), but subject to the approval of negative 
Covid-19 dépistage – (testing). 

Honest attempts from women through their rights-based organizations seem worth mentioning. 
Despite the economic fallout, the International Monetary Fund, and the World Bank Group have 
provided social safety nets (Peterman et al., 2020) to ensure protective shelter for victims, rescue 
networks and the like as per the recommendation of Peterman and colleagues (Linde and González, 
2020) on GBV-response systems. Further, declarations of G7 and G20 facilitate to negotiate gender-
based differences to coherently response to the mandate of Global Solidarity to fight Covid-19 (Luthans 
et al., 2006).

Unrelenting effect of Covid-19 crisis acts as a hindrance for victims to use their psychological capitals 
(e.g., resilience, optimism, self-trained and hope) (Katz and Moore, 2013) as these and the perpetrators’ 
mischievousness are often cross-talked to make this menace more problematic. Victims have, more often 
than not, miserably failed to contact rescue teams. This envisages the strong advocacy of ‘messaging’ 
(Rodriguez et al., 2001), bringing another component, called ‘bystander’s behavior’ (neighbour’s 
attitude) to play a key role to be a saviour for victims. Altruistic role of bystanders as messengers to 
inform GBV rescue teams could play an effective role to reasonably nullify unrecognized violence as 
opposed to the victim’s message. 

This, however, has a pertinent limitation of not being able to deploy rescue team in response to 
urgency despite the altruistically prompt reporting from the side of the bystanders. Nevertheless, the 
victim’s veiled protest under the pretence of fear of insecurity might remain a deterrence against any 
legal intervention (Jarnecke and Flanagan, 2020). Here, Luthans and colleagues’ (Luthans et al., 2006) 
“psychological capital” turns into Jarnecke and Flanagan’s (Neil, 2020) “capital incentives”, that pave 
the way of working out apps, especially for tracing domestic miscreants by availing the advantage of 
absentees using particular colour against imminent risk to negotiate the unpredictable inevitable social 
anomalies as corroborated by Neil (UNPR, 2015).

Gender Equality: Inclusiveness over Reality

WHO, as a wing of United Nation Organization, has set up a Gender Equity Hub (GEH) unit 
in November 2017 under the formal recommendation of the UN Security Council resolutions No. 
2245 (GHRP, 2020). The role of GEH is twofold in monitoring women’s health and providing for the 
protection of women against imminent violence under the UN umbrella of security landscape (UNDP, 
2016). GEH further enables World Bank Group to accommodate women of all UN member countries 
in leadership role to thereby attain SDG 05 (Heymann et al., 2019).
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In every policy decision, attainment of gender equality is indubitably focused, but hardly 
implemented. Many efforts for streamlining gender norms are supposed to be the inconspicuous (Lau 
et al., 2020). Notwithstanding enjoyment of equal participation by both the sexes in the United Nation-
based projects of reducing emission from deforestation and forest degradation (UN REDD), women 
are almost always considered as a proxy rather than having the right to exercise their authority in working 
out designs and implementing initiatives with full accountability (Cislaghi and Heise, 2020).

Marsan and Ruddy’s (2020) ground breaking work on women empowerment appears to be 
economically marginalized women in selected countries, has heaved a sigh of relief. Large numbers of 
women are recruited in women-led enterprises and post-compulsory educational programmes as a part 
of “inclusive digital economy” in South East Asia (Copley and Decker, 2020), “inclusive economic 
recovery” across Sub-Saharan Africa (Ragan, 2020), all of which are driving forces for enriching their 
psychological capital. Hounsokou (2020) has mentioned about “community gate keepers”, which has 
been learned from the Ebola incidence by UNFPA (2020) to make it additionally instrumental in the 
Covid-19 case in African countries in GBV/IPV mitigating programmes.

Conclusion

Hence, “Covid-19 is feminine” (“la”) (as endorsed by Academie Francaise) has earned its confidence 
from the Beijing Declaration (Rose, 2020). It could be the most appropriate epithet against GBV and 
IPV that is consistent with the declaration for gender-equality and women’s rights (AFP, 2020; Pearson, 
2020). This epithet marks the end of referring to the masculine nature of “le Covid-19” under the 
taxonomical varieties of coronavirus as an umbrella term (Zhu et al., 2020). The WHO has also initially 
made use of “la” to focus on the Covid-19 – used as a specific nomenclature to identify the disease and 
its implication on the society (WHO, 2020). Both the Canadian government and the Royal Spanish 
Academy have issued similar guidance to mention the feminine form of Covid-19 (Surita et al., 2020). 
The effective voice against SRHR in LMIC and high-income-countries to tone down the masculine 
exploitation arguably through the global and local strategies consistent with social norms theory 
is a distinct case in point. Be that as it may, the elusive Covid-19 predominantly exists as an under-
current, whose unpredictable characteristics appear to generate another bout, which may cripple the 
economy that virtually augments the upward trend of GBV. Hence, there is an urgent requirement for 
combinatorial strategy involving governments, international bodies, supports and self-help groups to 
jointly act to alter the deleterious impact of family dynamics (Orisadare, 2021) to mark the International 
Women’s Day as a stronger vision towards gender equality symbolising a breaking of the glass ceiling! 

Acknowledgments Authors are indebted to the anonymous scholars for scholastic support during the time of framing this 
article. Authors are also grateful to the excellent research community of Presidency University, Sikkim University, and Dr. A.P.J. 
Abdul Kalam Government College, Kolkata, for helpful interactions, and appropriate suggestions.



Das S., Saha S., Mondal N. and Ray A. K. / Antrocom Online Journal of Anthropology, vol. 17, n. 2 (2021) 173-181.-178

References

AFP. (2020). “Covid-19 is officially feminine, say French language guardians”. The Local 11 May. <https://www.thelocal.
fr/20200511/covid-19-is-officially-feminine-say-french-language-guardians/>. 

Agüero, A. M. (2020). “COVID-19 and the rise of intimate partner violence”. World Dev 137,105217. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105217>.

Barbosa, J. P. M., Lima Rde, C. D., Martins, G. D .B., Lanna, S. D., Andrade, M. A. C. (2020). “Intersectionality and 
other views on violence against women in times of pandemic by Covid‐19”. SciELO <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1590/
SciELOPreprints.328>.

BBC News. (2020). “Windrush generation: Who are they and why are they facing problems?” Available at: <https://www.
bbc.com/news/uk-43782241>. Accessed February 17, 2021.

Becker, H., Useem, R. H. (1942). “Sociological Analysis of the Dyad”. Am Soc Rev 1942; 7(1); 13-26. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.2307/2086253>.

Benson, M. L., Fox, G. L. (2021). Economic Distress, Community Context and Intimate Violence: An Application and 
Extension of Social Disorganization Theory, Final Report. National Institute of Justice Research Report. 2001. Available 
at: <https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/193434.pdf>. Accessed January 26 2021.

Bijl, M. (2020). “The Covid-19 crisis is exacerbating gender inequalities - but who cares?” Social Europ 2020; May 5. <https://
www.socialeurope.eu/the-covid-19-crisis-is-exacerbating-gender-inequalities-but-who-cares>. 

Boserup, B., McKenney, M., Elkbuli, A. (2020). “Alarming trends in US domestic violence during the COVID-19 
pandemic”. Am J Emerg Med 38(12);2753–2755. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077>.

Bourdieu, P. (2001). Masculine domination, Cambridge: Polity Press. 
Bradbury-Jones, C., Isham, L. (2020). “The pandemic paradox: the consequences of COVID-19 on domestic violence”. J 

Clin Nurs  29(13–14); 2047–2049. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/jocn.15296>.
Bradley, N. L., Di Pasquale, A. M., Dillabough, K., Schneider, P. S. (2020). “Health care practitioners’ responsibility to 

address intimate partner violence related to the COVID-19 pandemic”. Can Med Assoc J 192(22); E609-E610. <DOI: 
<https://doi.org/10.1503/cmaj.200634>.

Cheng, C., Wong, W. M., Tsang, K. W. (2006). “Perception of benefits and costs during SARS outbreak: An 18-month 
prospective study”. J Consult Clin Psychol 74(5);870-9. <DOI: 10.1037/0022-006X.74.5.870>.  

Cislaghi, B., Heise, L. (2020). “Gender norms and social norms: differences, similarities and why they matter in prevention 
science”. Social Health Illness 42(2);407–422. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13008>.

Commissioner for Human Rights. (2020). COVID-19: Ensure women’s access to sexual and reproductive health and rights. 
Council of Europe Available at: <https://www.coe.int/en/web/co)mmissioner/-/covid-19-ensure-women-s-access-to-
sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-rights>. Accessed January 25 2021. 

Copley, A., Decker, A., Delavelle, F. (2020). “Supporting African women through the economic consequences 
of COVID-19”. World Bank Blogs May 08. Available at: <https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/
supporting-african-women-through-economic-consequences-covid-19>.

Cottingham, J., Kismödi, E., Hussein, C. (2019) “Sexual and Reproductive Health Matters – What’s in a name?” Sex Reprod 
Health Matters 27(1);1–3. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/09688080.2019.1574427>.

Davies, S. E., Bennett, B. A. (2016). “Gendered human rights analysis of Ebola and Zika: locating gender in global health 
emergencies”. International Affairs 92(5);1041-1060. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.12704>.

Dlamini J. (2020) “Gender-Based Violence, Twin Pandemic to COVID-19”. Crit Soc 2020; 30:1–8. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1177/0896920520975465>.

Donato, S. (2020). “Gender-Based Violence against Women in Intimate and Couple Relationships. The Case of Spain and 
Italy during the COVID-19 Pandemic Lockdown”. Ital Soc Rev 10(3); S869-887.<DOI: 10.13136/isr.v10i3S.402>.

Feroz, N. (2020). “Domestic Violence Amid Corona Pandemic Is Increasing Manifold”. Naya Daur April 9. <https://
nayadaur.tv/2020/04/domestic-violence-amid-corona-pandemic-is-increasing-manifold/>. 

Fourth World Conference on Women Beijing Declaration. (2020).  Available at: <https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/
beijing/platform/declar.htm>. Accessed February 11 2021.

Fraser, E. (2020). “Impact of COVID‐19 Pandemic on Violence against Women and Girls”. Available at: <https://gbvguidelines.
org/wp/wp‐content/ uploads/ 2020/ 03/ vawg‐ helpdesk‐284‐covid‐19‐and‐vawg.pdf>. Accessed January 29 2021.

GHRP.  (2020). “Global humanitarian response plan (GHRP) COVID-19 united nations coordinated appeal April – 
December. 2020”. Available at: <https://www.unocha.org/ sites/unocha/files/Global-Humanitarian-Response-Plan-
COVID-19.pdf>. Accessed January 22 2021.

Godin, M. (2020). “As Cities Around the World Go on Lockdown, Victims of Domestic Violence Look for a Way Out”. 
Time Magazine. <https://time.com/5803887/coronavirus‐domestic‐violence‐victims/>

https://www.thelocal.fr/20200511/covid-19-is-officially-feminine-say-french-language-guardians/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20200511/covid-19-is-officially-feminine-say-french-language-guardians/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105217
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2020.105217
https://doi.org/10.1590/SciELOPreprints.328
https://doi.org/10.1590/SciELOPreprints.328
https://doi.org/10.2307/2086253
https://doi.org/10.2307/2086253
https://nij.ojp.gov/library/publications/list?series_filter=NIJ Research Report
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/193434.pdf
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-covid-19-crisis-is-exacerbating-gender-inequalities-but-who-cares
https://www.socialeurope.eu/the-covid-19-crisis-is-exacerbating-gender-inequalities-but-who-cares
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajem.2020.04.077
https://doi.org/10.1503/cmaj.200634
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.13008
https://blogs.worldbank.org/team/amy-copley
https://blogs.worldbank.org/team/alison-decker
https://blogs.worldbank.org/team/fannie-delavelle
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/supporting-african-women-through-economic-consequences-covid-19
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/supporting-african-women-through-economic-consequences-covid-19
https://doi.org/10.1080/09688080.2019.1574427
https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2346.12704
https://doi.org/10.1177/0896920520975465
https://doi.org/10.1177/0896920520975465
https://nayadaur.tv/2020/04/domestic-violence-amid-corona-pandemic-is-increasing-manifold/
https://nayadaur.tv/2020/04/domestic-violence-amid-corona-pandemic-is-increasing-manifold/
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/declar.htm
https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/declar.htm
https://gbvguidelines.org/wp/wp<2010>content/uploads/2020/03/vawg<2010>helpdesk<2010>284<2010>covid<2010>19<2010>and<2010>vawg.pdf
https://gbvguidelines.org/wp/wp<2010>content/uploads/2020/03/vawg<2010>helpdesk<2010>284<2010>covid<2010>19<2010>and<2010>vawg.pdf
https://time.com/5803887/coronavirus<2010>domestic<2010>violence<2010>victims/


Das S., Saha S., Mondal N. and Ray A. K. / Antrocom Online Journal of Anthropology, vol. 17, n. 2 (2021) 173-181. 179

Graham-Harrison, E., Giuffrida, A., Smith, H. (2020). “Lockdowns around the world bring rise in domestic violence”. The 
Guardian  2020 March 28.

Hall, K. S., Samari, G., Garbers, S., Casey, S. E., Diallo, D. D., Orcutt, M., Moresky, R. T., Martinez, M. E., McGovern, T. 
(2020). “Centring sexual and reproductive health and justice in the global COVID-19 response”. Lancet 395(10231): 
1175 -1177. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30801-1>.

Heymann, J., Levy, J.K., Bose, B., Ríos-Salas, V., Mekonen, Y., Swaminathan, H., Omidakhsh, N., Gadoth, A., Huh, K., 
Greene, M. E., Darmstadt, G. L.; Gender Equality, Norms and Health Steering Committee. (2019). “Improving health 
with programmatic, legal, and policy approaches to reduce gender inequality and change restrictive gender norms”. 
Lancet 393(10190);2522-2534. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(19)30656-7>.

Higgins, N. (2020). (Executive Producer), “Coronavirus: When home gets violent under lockdown in Europe” [BBC Television 
broadcast]. Brussels. Available at: <https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52216966>. Accessed 28 February 2021.

Hounsokou, E.S. (2020). “Institutional analysis of the UNFPA response to Ebola Crisis”. Un Nat Popul Fund PP.1-92. 
<https://wcaro.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/UNFPA-WCARO-Ebola-Crisis.pdf>.

ILO. (2020). “COVID-19 and the World of Work: Impact and Policy Responses”. Policy Note. 2020. Available at: <https://www.
ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf>. Accessed Feb, 11 2021.

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD). (1995) “A Summary Report on the Fourth World Conference 
on Women”. ENB 4:1-11. 

International Monetary Fund. (2020). “The Great Lockdown”. World Econ Outlook Rep. 2020; April. Available at: <https://
www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/ 04/14/weo-april-2020>. Accessed November 25, 2020. 

Islam, A. (2020). “COVID-19 lockdown increases domestic violence in Bangladesh”. Made for minds. Available at: <https://
www.dw.com/en/covid-19-lockdown-increases-domestic-violence-in-bangladesh/a-53411507>. Accessed March 11 2021.

Jarnecke, A. M., Flanagan, J. C. (2020). “Violence and what can be done to provide individuals with resources and support”. 
Psychol Trauma 12(S1); S202–S204. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1037/tra0000688>.

John, N., Casey, S. E., Carino, G., McGovern, T. (2020). “Lessons Never Learned: Crisis and gender-based violence”. Dev 
World Bioeth 20(2):65–68. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1111/dewb.12261>.

Katz, J., Moore, J. (2013). “Bystander education training for campus sexual assault prevention: An initial meta-
analysis”. Violence Vict 28(6), 1054–1067.<DOI: doi: 10.1891/0886-6708.vv-d-12-00113>.

Lange, A., Meleis, A., Knaul, F. M., Atun, R., Aran, M., Arreola-Ornelas, H., Bhutta, Z. A., Binagwaho, A., Bonita, R., Caglia, 
J. M., Claeson, M., Davies, J., Donnay, F. A., Gausman, J. M., Glickman, C., Kearns, A. D., Kendall, T., Lozano, R., 
Seboni, N., Sen, G., Sindhu, S., Temin, M., Frenk, J. (2015) “Women and Health: the key for sustainable development”. 
Lancet Commission 386(9999): 1165-1210. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60497-4>.

Lau, J., Cohen, P., Lawless, S. (2020). “4 assumptions about gender that distort how we think about climate change (and 
3 ways to do better)”. The Conversation March 4. <https://theconversation.com/4-assumptions-about-gender-that-
distort-how-we-think-about-climate-change-and-3-ways-to-do-better-156126>.

Li, Y. (2020). “Domestic Violence: A Hidden Pandemic. The Organization for World Peace”. Available at: <https://theowp.
org/domestic-violence-a-hidden-issue-during-the-epidemic/>. Accessed February 11 2021.

Linde, A., González, A. (2020). “The Pandemic’s Gender Imperative”. Project Syndicate’ May 8. <https://www.
project-syndicate.org/commentary/covid19-pandemic-gender-differences-by-ann-linde-and-arancha-gonzalez-2020-
05?barrier=accesspaylog>.

Luthans, F., Vogelgesang, G.R., Lester, P.B. (2006). “Developing the Psychological Capital of Resiliency”. Hum Resour Dev 
Rev Mar 5, 1. ABI/INFORM Globalpg. 25 (PDF) Developing the Psychological Capital of Resiliency. Available from:  
<https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249674829_Developing_the_ Psychological_Capital_of_Resiliency>.  

Mahase, E. (2020). “Covid-19: EU states report 60% rise in emergency calls about domestic violence”. Br Med J 11,369; 
m1872. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m1872>.

Marsan, G. A., Ruddy, L. (2020). “Digital gender divide’ is getting wider”. Bangkok Post 2020; 11 May. <https://www.
bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1915812/digital-gender-divide-is-getting-wider>.

Neil, J. (2020). “Domestic violence and COVID‐19: Our hidden epidemic”. Aust J Gen Pract 2020; 49. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.31128/ AJGP-COVID-25>.

New York Times. (2020). “A New COVID-19 Crisis: Domestic Abuse Rises Worldwide”. Available at: <https://www.
nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirusdomestic-violence.html>. Accessed February 17, 2021.

Onyango, M. A., Resnick, K., Davis, A., Shah, R. R. (2019) “Gender‐Based Violence Among Adolescent Girls and Young 
Women: A Neglected Consequence of the West African Ebola Outbreak”. In D.A. Schwartz et al. (eds) Pregnant in 
the Time of Ebola, Global Maternal and Child Health. Springer, Nature Switzerland AG 121-132. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-3-319-97637-2_8>.

Opportunity International Australia (OIA). (2020). “Gender-based violence: The shadow pandemic”. Available at: <https://

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30801-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(19)30656-7
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52216966
https://wcaro.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/UNFPA-WCARO-Ebola-Crisis.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_738753.pdf
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/Issues/2020/04/14/weo-april-2020
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-lockdown-increases-domestic-violence-in-bangladesh/a-53411507
https://www.dw.com/en/covid-19-lockdown-increases-domestic-violence-in-bangladesh/a-53411507
https://doi.org/10.1037/tra0000688
https://doi.org/10.1111/dewb.12261
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)60497-4
https://theconversation.com/4-assumptions-about-gender-that-distort-how-we-think-about-climate-change-and-3-ways-to-do-better-156126
https://theconversation.com/4-assumptions-about-gender-that-distort-how-we-think-about-climate-change-and-3-ways-to-do-better-156126
https://theowp.org/author/coco/
https://theowp.org/domestic-violence-a-hidden-issue-during-the-epidemic/
https://theowp.org/domestic-violence-a-hidden-issue-during-the-epidemic/
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/covid19-pandemic-gender-differences-by-ann-linde-and-arancha-gonzalez-2020-05?barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/covid19-pandemic-gender-differences-by-ann-linde-and-arancha-gonzalez-2020-05?barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.project-syndicate.org/commentary/covid19-pandemic-gender-differences-by-ann-linde-and-arancha-gonzalez-2020-05?barrier=accesspaylog
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/249674829_Developing_the_
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m1872
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1915812/digital-gender-divide-is-getting-wider
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1915812/digital-gender-divide-is-getting-wider
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirusdomestic-violence.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirusdomestic-violence.html
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-97637-2_8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-97637-2_8
https://opportunity.org.au/news/blog/2020/2003/gender-based-violence. Accessed February 11 2021


Das S., Saha S., Mondal N. and Ray A. K. / Antrocom Online Journal of Anthropology, vol. 17, n. 2 (2021) 173-181.-180

opportunity.org.au/news/blog/2020/2003/gender-based-violence>. Accessed February 11 2021.
Orisadare, M. (2021). “Okonjo-Iweala in the WTO top job: breaking the glass ceiling is a win for all women”. The 

Conversation 2021; February 23. <https://theconversation.com/ okonjo-iweala-in-the-wto-top-job-breaking-the-glass-
ceiling-is-a-win-for-all-women-155776>.

Outlook. (2020). “Blame It On COVID-19: Domestic Violence on The Rise, Are Men Putting More Pressure on Women?” Available 
at: <https://www. outlookindia.com/magazine/story/india-news-a-monster-at-home/303071>. Accessed February 17 2021.

Pearson, E. (2020). “The French language you need to know to understand lockdown in France”. The Local 6 
November.<https://www.thelocal.fr/20200415/the-22-french-words-weve-learned-during-the-lockdown/>. 

Peterman, A., Potts, A., O’Donnell, M., Thompson, K., Shah, N., Prigione, O. S., van Gelder, N. (2020). “Pandemics and 
violence against women and children”. CGD Working Paper No. 528.

Phakathi, M. (2020). “Gender Violence. Report Shows Sri Lanka has Escalation of Violence during COVID-19 Lockdown”. Inter 
Press Serv August 20. <http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/08/report-shows-sri-lanka-escalation-violence-covid-19-lockdown/>.

Ragan, A. (2020). “Sexual and gender-based violence during COVID-19: lessons from Ebola”. The Conversation May, 10.
Ray, A. K., Das, M. C., Roychoudhury, M., Das, S., Bakshi, S., Mondal, N. (2021). “Transmissibility: To be or not to be”. J 

Reprod Health Med 2(12). <DOI: https://doi.org/10.25259/JRHM_51_2020>.
Rodriguez, M. A., McLoughlin, E., Nah, G., Campbell, J. C. (2001). “Mandatory reporting of domestic violence injuries 

to the police: What do emergency department patients think?”. JAMA 2001; 286(5);580–583.<DOI: 10.1001/
jama.286.5.580>.

Rose, J. (2020). “Unheard Unseen: A COVID-19 briefing. Reliefweb. Women for women International”. Available at:  
<https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unheard-unseen-covid-19-briefing>. Accessed February 11 2021.

Roseboom, T. J. (2020). “Violence against women in the covid‐19 pandemic: We need upstream approaches to break the 
intergenerational cycle”. Br Med J  369:m2327. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m2327>.

SDGs. UNDP. (2016). Available at: <https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/the%20sustainable%20development%20
goals%20report%202016.pdf>. Accessed January 15 2021.

Surita, F. G., Rodrigues, L., Vale, D. V., Surita, F. G. (2020). “Violence against women during the COVID-19 pandemic: An 
integrative review”. Int J Gynecol Obstet 2020; 151(2): 180–187. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.13365>.

Tang, K., Gaoshan, J., Ahonsi, B., Ali, M., Bonet, M., Broutet, N., Kara, E., Kim, C., Thorson, A., Thwin, S. S. (2020). 
“Sexual and reproductive health (SRH): a key issue in the emergency response to the coronavirus disease (COVID‐19) 
outbreak”. Reprod Health  17:59. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-020-0900-9>.

The United Nations’ Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights’ Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women. (1994). Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (DEVAW) Proclaimed by General 
Assembly resolution 48/104 of 20 December 1993. Available at: <https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/ Women/WRGS/
Pages/VAW.aspx>. Accessed February 11 2021.

UN WOMEN. (2017). “Take five: Managing a company is about managing talents, there’s no place for discrimination”. Available 
at: <https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/stories/ 2017/2/take-five-askar-baitassov-weps>. Accessed February 11 2021.

UN Women. (2020). The Shadow Pandemic: Violence Against Women and Girls and COVID-19, New York, USA. Available 
at: <https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2020/4/infographic-ccovid19-violence-against-
women-and-girls. 2020>. Accessed 11 February 2021.

UN WOMEN. (2020). Equal pay for work of equal value. Available at: <https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/
csw61/equal-pay>. Accessed February 11 2021.

UNDOC. (2020). “Gender and Pandemic urgent call for action”. advocacy brief 4. 2020. Available at: <https://www.unodc.
org/documents/pakistan/Advocacy_Brief_4_Gender_- COVID-19-Punjab.pdf>. Accessed February 11 2021.

UNFPA. (2020). As pandemic rages, women and girls face intensified risks. 2020.Available at: <https://www.unfpa.org/
news/pandemic‐rages‐women‐and‐girls‐face‐intensified‐risks>. Accessed March 11 2021.

UNICEF, ILO & UN Women. (2020). Family-friendly policies and other good workplace practices in the context of COVID-19. 
Available at: <https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/family-friendly-policies-and-other-
good-workplace-practices-in-the-context-of-covid-19>. Accessed December 10 2020.

United Nations Press Release (UNPR). (2015). “Security Council Unanimously Adopts Resolution 2242 to Improve 
Implementation of Landmark Text on Women, Peace, Security Agenda”. Resolut 13: 2242.

United Nations Secretary-General Policy Brief: ‘The Impact of Covid-19 on Women and Girls’. (2020). Available at: 
<https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/ attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-
the-impact-of-covid-19- on-women-en.pdf?la=en&vs=5029>. Accessed December 10 2020.

United Nations Secretary‐General. (2018). Remarks on International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women. [United Nations website]’. Available at: <https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/speeches/2018‐11‐19/ 

https://opportunity.org.au/news/blog/2020/2003/gender-based-violence. Accessed February 11 2021
https://theconversation.com/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20200415/the-22-french-words-weve-learned-during-the-lockdown/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/08/report-shows-sri-lanka-escalation-violence-covid-19-lockdown/
https://doi.org/10.25259/JRHM_51_2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/unheard-unseen-covid-19-briefing. Accessed February 11 2021
https://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.m2327
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/the%20sustainable%20development%20goals%20report%202016.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2016/the%20sustainable%20development%20goals%20report%202016.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/ijgo.13365
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12978-020-0900-9
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2020/4/infographic-ccovid19-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/multimedia/2020/4/infographic-ccovid19-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/csw61/equal-pay
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/csw61/equal-pay
https://www.unodc.org/documents/pakistan/Advocacy_Brief_4_Gender_- COVID-19-Punjab.pdf. Accessed February 11 2021
https://www.unodc.org/documents/pakistan/Advocacy_Brief_4_Gender_- COVID-19-Punjab.pdf. Accessed February 11 2021
https://www.unfpa.org/news/pandemic<2010>rages<2010>women<2010>and<2010>girls<2010>face<2010>intensified<2010>risks
https://www.unfpa.org/news/pandemic<2010>rages<2010>women<2010>and<2010>girls<2010>face<2010>intensified<2010>risks
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/family-friendly-policies-and-other-good-workplace-practices-in-the-context-of-covid-19
https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2020/03/family-friendly-policies-and-other-good-workplace-practices-in-the-context-of-covid-19


Das S., Saha S., Mondal N. and Ray A. K. / Antrocom Online Journal of Anthropology, vol. 17, n. 2 (2021) 173-181.-181

international‐day‐for‐elimination‐of‐violence‐against‐women‐ remarks>. Accessed February 17, 2021.
Vora, M., Malathesh, B.C., Das, S., Chatterjee, S.S. (2020). “COVID-19 and domestic violence against women”. Asian J 

Psychiatr 53, 102227. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102227>.
Waller, W. (1938). The Family: A Dynamic Interpretation. New York: Dryden; 1938.p.383.
Waller, W. (1930). The Old Love and the New: Divorce and Readjustment. New York: Horace Liveright; 1930. p. 344. 
Wanqing, Z. (2020). “Domestic violence cases surge during COVID‐19 epidemic”, Sixth Tone. 2020. Available at: <http://www.

sixthtone.com/news/1005253/domestic‐violence‐ cases‐surge‐during‐covid‐19‐epidemic>. Accessed February 20 2021.
Wenham, C., Smith, J., Morganon, R. (2020). “Gender and COVID-19 Working Group. COVID-19: the gendered impacts 

of the outbreak”. Lancet 395 (10227);846-848. <DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30526-2>.
WEPS (2020). COVID -19 Response. Available at: <https://www.weps.org/sites/default/ files/  2020-05/WEPS%20

COVID-19_Final_%2020%20May.pdf.> Accessed March 09 2021. 
WHO (2020). Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) Situation Report – 22. Available at: <https://www.who.int/docs/default-

source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200211-sitrep-22-ncov.pdf?sfvrsn=fb6d49b1_2>. Accessed February 11 2021.
WIEGO (Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing). (2020). Impact of public health measures on 

informal workers livelihoods and health. Available at: <https://www.wiego.org/sites/default/files/resources/file/
Impact_on_livelihoods_COVID-19_final_EN_0.pdf>. Accessed January 12 2021.

Zhu, N., Zhang, D., Wang, W., Li, X., Yang, B., Song, J., Zhao, X., Huang, B., Shi, W., Lu, R., Niu, P., Zhan, F., Ma, X., 
Wang, D., Xu, W., Wu, G., Gao, G.F., Tan, W.; China Novel Coronavirus Investigating and Research Team. (2020). 
“A novel Coronavirus from patients with pneumonia in China”, 2019. NEJM 382(8), 727–733. <DOI: https://doi.
org/10.1056/NEJMoa2001017>.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajp.2020.102227
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(20)30526-2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200211-sitrep-22-ncov.pdf?sfvrsn=fb6d49b1_2
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200211-sitrep-22-ncov.pdf?sfvrsn=fb6d49b1_2
https://www.wiego.org/sites/default/files/resources/file/Impact_on_livelihoods_COVID-19_final_EN_0.pdf
https://www.wiego.org/sites/default/files/resources/file/Impact_on_livelihoods_COVID-19_final_EN_0.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa2001017
https://doi.org/10.1056/NEJMoa2001017

